
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Masonic Hall, Church Street, Wedmore on 
Wednesday, 23rd March 2016 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: The Meeting was attended by 26 electors of the Parish and was chaired by Mrs. G Cousins 
Chair of Wedmore Parish Council.  Mr R Pring (Clerk of Wedmore PC) and Cllr Miss Venna Arnold, 
(Ashcott Parish Council) 
    
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting especially District Councillors Polly Costello and Will 
Human and also Cllr Miss Venna Arnold who would be giving a presentation later. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr. P Bird, Rev Richard Neill.  
   
2. Minutes of the Previous Annual Parish Assembly 25th March 2015- Having been circulated 

these were taken as read by parishioners. It was proposed and agreed that these minutes be 
confirmed and signed as correct by the Chair.  One resident asked for news on the proposed 
Cross Farm development and was informed that nothing further had been heard since outline 
planning permission was granted 12 months ago. 

 
3. Report on the activity of Wedmore Parish Council by the Chair of the Council,  Mrs Glenys 

Cousins – Glenys Cousins thanked her fellow Parish Councillors for all the work they do on the 
council and for their attendance at a number of evening and day-time meetings.  She gave a 
summary of the work carried out by the various council committees. She also thanked Cllr David 
Huxtable, the County Councillor who was always very supportive of the Parish Council and to the 
two District Councillors, Polly Costello and Will Human. She thanked the village orderly and 
those responsible for grass-cutting and maintaining the public toilets.  As this was her last year 
as Chair of the Council she wished her successor well. Finally she thanked the Clerk for the 
various duties that he undertakes. (A full copy of her report can be seen on the PC website)  

 
4. Parochial and Charity Accounts – The Clerk reported that the audited Parochial and Charity 

Accounts for the Wedmore Church Sunday School Room Charities for the year ended 31 
January 2016 were available at the meeting and will also be available for viewing at Wedmore 
Post Office and at the Council Room, Grants Lane, for two weeks as requested by the Trustees 
of the Charities Account. 

 
 
5. Presentation of the Replica Henry Butt Trophy 2014 – The Chair presented a replica trophy to 

Mrs Margaret Tinney in recognition of her receiving The Henry Butt Trophy for 2014 for all the 
voluntary work she undertakes for the community in Wedmore, particularly in Blackford. 

 
 
6. Presentation of the Henry Butt Trophy 2015 – The Chair announced that she had great 

pleasure in presenting the Henry Butt trophy for 2015 to Bernard and Elizabeth Coulter.  For 
many years Mr and Mrs Coulter had organised pantomimes, theatrical events, a film club, a folk 
club, mother and toddler club as well as wassailing.  They both assisted with the Opera and with 
the local church.  Their nomination had received many letters of support from residents in the 
Theale/Bagley area. In accepting the trophy Mrs Coulter said that it was totally unexpected and 
that they both thoroughly enjoyed living and being involved within the local community at Bagley.   

 
7. Presentation of the Hervey Trust Awards – The Clerk reported that Rev Richard Neill had not 

received any requests for assistance from the Trust so this year no awards were being made.  



 

 

 
8.    Parish Matters Generally – The Clerk reported that no specific items had been submitted 
for discussion this year.  The Chair asked if anyone wished to raise any issues but nothing further 
was discussed.      
 
9.  A presentation by Cllr Miss Venna Arnold, Ashcott Parish Council – Cllr Arnold gave a 
most interesting presentation on Ashcott’s neighbourhood plan which was nearing completion.  
This was something that Wedmore was embarking on and Cllr Arnold wished the village well as it 
was proving to be a very useful scheme for her village.  Ashcott was one of the first councils in 
the country to have established a Neighbourhood Plan and had received a Government grant of 
£20k to start the procedure. They had employed professionals to help with the planning research 
and analysis of questionnaires and had spent about £16k so far.  The Plan was currently with 
Sedgemoor District Council awaiting their final comments.  She added that she and other 
members of her council would be pleased to help Wedmore in the preparation of the Plan. 
Several residents and Parish Councillors asked questions and it was obvious that the whole 
operation at Ashcott had been positive and had the full support of the entire community, across 
all age ranges.  At the end of the presentation she was warmly thanked by Cllr Nick Avery. 
 
10.  Conclusion – The Chair thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Cllr Mrs J Healey 
thanked the Chair for conducting the Meeting in such an efficient manner and also thanked her 
for her work as Chairman of The Parish Council during the past year.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.18pm 
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